
What Future Waldorf?  
 

The Walmart planned for Wash DC’s Fort 
Totten Square could not be more of a 

departure from the company’s usual 
supercenter formula.  Designed by Hickok 
Cole Architects, the staggered glass facade 

of this 120,000 square foot store 
compliments and enhances its urban 

neighborhood.  In true TOD style, the store 
has 300-plus apartments above, is 

surrounded by arcades of ground-level shops 
and restaurants, and is five minutes’ walk 
from the nearest metro station. 

 
Fort Totten’s progressive departure from the 
norm points to the question of why, here in 

Charles County at Waldorf Station, Walmart 
is building one of its thousands of formulaic 

one-story super-sprawl-centers.  Why is the 
company not collaborating with the local 
government and designing a multi-story 

store that matches the vibe and needs of our 
county?  If Fort Totten Square can have their 

unique Walmart, why can’t Waldorf? 
 
Facts only further highlight this question.  

Post-recession, economic times have 
changed, and with them, consumer habits.  

Walmart has been losing money for the last 
two years as less people are shopping at 
their supercenters.  With high gas prices, 

driving out to big box stores at the edge of 
town to stock up on weekly groceries has 

become for many shoppers “so yesterday”.  

 
This losing trend has not been helped by 

Walmart’s aggressive supercenter building 
campaign which financial analysts have long 

predicted will lead to market saturation.   It 
looks like that may have happened.  There 
are now over 4,900 Walmart stores across 

America, over 3,330 of them supercenters.  
Compare those numbers to their biggest 

competitor, Target, whose nationwide tally is 
just over 1,920 stores.  Analysts are now 
forecasting supercenter closings—there are 

just too many of them out there. 
 

Then there’s the county’s proposed Waldorf 
Urban Redevelopment Corridor.  Better 
known as Downtown Waldorf, the focus of 

this new, exciting smart growth vision is the 
heart of Waldorf, a 300-acre area 

surrounding Old Washington Road, starting 
just south of Leonardtown Road and ending 

north of Acton Lane.  Incorporating two of 
the county’s proposed five mass transit 
stations into attractive, walkable, TOD 

architecture, Waldorf’s downtown aims to be 
definitive, unique, and give the town a sense 

of pride and of place.  
 
The Downtown Waldorf vision is nothing 

short of a heart transplant for a town whose 
rotting center has suffered from years of 

blight and neglect.  And it just so happens 
that Waldorf’s Walmart on Acton Lane is 
located at what will be the Downtown’s north 

end. 
 

From the perspective of smart growth, this 
situation is a no-brainer.  Walmart has 
before it an excellent PR opportunity.  

Redevelop the site they already own, 
replacing the aging Walmart with a 

distinctive, well-designed new store.  One 
that takes advantage of the location's future 
potential and dovetails with the architecture 

proposed for Waldorf’s new vibrant 
downtown.  

 
However, if Walmart decides it doesn’t need 
to change its overdone, outdated 

supercenter design slated for Waldorf 
Station, they will find they have a fight on 

their hands.  And they can’t say we didn’t 
warn them. 


